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What have Russian boys been doing so far, some of them at
least? Take this stinking pub, for example, where they meet and
sit together in a corner. They have never met before, and when
they go out of here they won't see each other again for the next
forty years. But what do they talk about the moment that they
are here? Nothing but universal problems: Is there a God?
Does the immortal soul exist? Those who don't believe in God
discuss socialism and anarchism and the reorganisation of mankind
on a new pattern, which are the same questions, only tackled from
the other way up.
DOSTOEVSKY :  Ivan in The Brothers Karamazov.
The pure-hearted woman of Russia is prevailing over all
hindrance and scorn. She is resolutely proclaiming her will to
play her part in the affairs of the community and is giving herself
to it unselfishly and with self-denial. Within the last decade the
Russian man has given way terribly to cupidity, cynicism,
materialism, while the woman has retained her faith in the
pure idea and the service of it. Her struggle for higher
education is revealing her earnestness and tenacity, and affording
great examples of her courage. . . . Russian society will be saved
and renewed chiefly by the women of Russia. After the late war,
in which the Russian woman revealed herself in all her nobleness,
serene and pure, there can be no more doubts about her great
destiny. One day at last the age-old prejudice will vanish away
and "barbarian" Russia will give due place to the Russian warrior's
mother and sister, the self-denying martyr to the Russian man. .. .
In the women of Russia we place all our hopes, from them will
come the spiritual regeneration and the moral uplifting of our
society. . . . The Russian woman has herself taken the place that
is due to her, has herself climbed the steps as far as she has been
allowed to go. She has proved what heights she can attain and
what she can achieve. ... In theJand of Russia are many women
with noble, generous hearts, swelling with eagerness for social
work and self-sacrifice.
DOSTOEVSKY: Author's Diary, 1877.
In her (the heroine in Goncharov's novel Oblomov) we perceive
the suggestion of a new Russian life; from her we may expect
words that will scatter and burn up inertia and the sense of